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CJK0092  Critical Incidents  

Course 

Description:  

The student will learn to be prepared to address many situations in the course of 

patrolling their assigned areas. This course provides an overview of law enforcement 

techniques and tactics employed in confronting large scale or critical incidents such as 

active shooters, natural disasters, hazardous materials exposure, explosive devices, and 

weapons of mass destruction. For School of Justice students only. (44 contact hours) 

 

Course Competency Learning Outcomes 

Competency 1: The student will complete the online training and pass the 

online evaluation by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Completing the two National Incident Management System online 

modules regarding Incident Command System training with a passing 

score. 

2. Listing the basic steps a law enforcement officer follows as the first 

responder to an ICS event. 

3. Describing the basic protocol for a law enforcement officer when 

responding to an ongoing ICS situation. 

  

Competency 2: The student will recognize the factors that motivate an active 

shooter and know how to respond to an active shooter situation by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Explaining the nature of an active shooter incident, to include the 

location and characteristics typically associated with the shooter. 

2. Explaining the catalysts that may drive an individual to become an 

active shooter. 

3. Listing the warning signs that an individual may be planning an active 

shooting event. 
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4. Distinguishing current practice from past methods used by law 

enforcement to resolve an active shooter incident. 

Competency 3: The student will know standard preparations for a natural 

disaster and the types of duties they may be expected to perform before, 

during, and after a natural disaster by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Listing the actions an officer should take prior to the onset of a natural 

disaster when advance notice is received. 

2. Describing the duties that an officer may be assigned in preparation for 

and during a natural disaster. 

3. Describing the duties that an officer may be expected to perform in the 

aftermath of a natural disaster. 

  

Competency 4: The student will recognize the common types of WMD and 

understand the unique dangers posed in a hazmat incident. They should know 

the responsibilities of an awareness level responder in a hazardous materials 

situation by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Explaining the need for cautionary action in responding to an act of 

terrorism. 

2. Explaining weapons of mass destruction as defined in the Florida 

Statutes. 

3. Identifying the importance of recognizing potential terrorist activity 

through proactive patrol. 

4. Listing the categories of weapons of mass destruction as identified in 

the CBRNE classification system. 

5. Identifying the role of the first responder at the awareness level when 

responding to a CBRNE or WMD incident. 

6. Comparing the levels of training for a safe CBRNE or WMD response. 

7. Explaining the four goals of response on the awareness level to a CBRNE 

or WMD incident. 

  

Competency 5: The student will know how to identify a hazardous material 

using the Emergency Response Guidebook, coded signage, and other indicators. 

They should know basic protective actions for personal and public safety by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  



Updated Spring 2021 
 

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Defining a hazardous material as identified by the Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration. 

2. Explaining the nine classes of hazardous materials identified by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation. 

3. Describing the design and color codes of the NFPA’s 704 marking 

system. 

4. Explaining the primary methods that a law enforcement officer can use 

to detect the presence of a hazardous material. 

5. Distinguishing high risk from low risk senses in the identification of a 

hazardous material. 

6. Describing basic protective actions a law enforcement officer should 

take when dealing with a hazardous materials incident. 

7. Identifying the resources available to help an officer make sound 

decisions regarding a hazardous materials response. 

8. Interpreting hazmat placards and NFPA diamonds using the ERG to 

identify a hazardous substance class, name, or identification number. 

9. Identifying the correct response provided in the ERG when safely 

responding to a hazmat scene. 

10. Securing a hazmat scene by establishing an evacuation zone, access 

points, and/or perimeter to minimize exposure. 

11. Describing the three common steps required in the termination process 

of a hazmat incident. 

  

Competency 6: The student will be able to describe the paraphernalia and basic 

chemicals used to manufacture methamphetamine and the hazmat protocol for 

responding to a meth lab by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Recognizing the indicators of a methamphetamine laboratory in order 

to avoid exposure to the officer and the public. 

2. Describing the necessary precautions to take when encountering a 

methamphetamine laboratory. 
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3. Explaining how to safely secure and isolate a methamphetamine 

laboratory when responding to a contaminated site. 

Competency 7: The student will be able to recognize the indicators of chemical 

suicide and chemical weapons to initiate a hazmat response by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Recognizing the indicators of a chemical suicide to prevent hazardous 

exposure to the officer and the community. 

2. Recognizing the indicators of chemical weapons of mass destruction to 

contain and prevent additional contamination of resources and the 

community. 

  

Competency 8: The student will know the indicators of the most common 

examples of biological weapons by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Recognizing the indicators of biological weapons of mass destruction to 

contain and prevent exposure to resources, people, and the 

environment. 

2. Explaining the most common examples of biological weapons and the 

signs of human exposure to prevent contamination of the officer and 

the community. 

  

Competency 9: The student will know the identifying features of radiological 

and nuclear weapons of mass destruction by:  

1. Communication 

2. Numbers / Data 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Explaining a dirty bomb and the symptoms of human exposure to 

identify when a hazmat response is needed. 

2. Contrasting nuclear weapons with dirty bombs to recognize the extent 

and nature of a WMD situation. 

  

Competency 10: The student will be able to describe different types of IEDs and 

know basic safeguards in responding to these devices by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  
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6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Stating the appropriate response to a call for service to a potential 

military explosive. 

2. Explaining an improvised explosive device (IED), including possible 

physical forms and places of concealment. 

3. Recognizing the indicators of a potential mail bomb or vehicle-borne 

IED to alert bomb technicians and initiate an evacuation. 

4. Explaining incendiary devices including possible forms, modes of 

delivery, and the response required. 

5. Describing different means of detonation that an officer should be 

aware of when responding to a potential explosive device. 

  

Competency 11: The student will be able to obtain pertinent information when 

responding to a bomb threat incident. Students should be able to approach the 

area while protecting their personal safety, the safety of others, and property 

by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Gathering information related to the bomb threat from dispatch to 

include the complainant, location, and type of threat. 

2. Identifying the potential bomb’s location in relation and proximity to 

other potential threats. 

3. Explaining concerns related to an officer’s electronic equipment when 

safely responding to a bomb threat. 

4. Assessing the scene for potential evacuation areas and signs of 

hazardous materials upon arrival to ensure officer and public safety. 

5. Determining if the bomb threat is credible by obtaining relevant 

information. 

  

Competency 12: The student will be able to plan, coordinate, and assist in a 

search for an explosive device by:  

1. Communication 

3. Critical thinking 

4. Information Literacy  

6. Social Responsibility 

7. Ethical Issues 

1. Identifying where to establish the initial perimeter at the scene of a 

bomb threat to ensure public safety. 
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2. Assessing the scene of a bomb threat for potential secondary explosive 

devices. 

3. Describing effective techniques to use when searching an area related 

to a bomb threat. 

4. Identifying the elements of a potential explosive device an officer 

should observe to give an accurate description to the bomb squad or 

specialized unit. 

 


